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Britain and the Second World War

Nazi Germany.
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Labour won a landslide election
victory in 1945. They defeated war
time leader Winston Churchill and
Clement Attlee became the new
prime minister.

Attlee promised to use the power of
government to ‘win the peace’.

The War showed the need for
change which the laissez-faire
Conservative party could not
deliver.

British people felt the
government should reward them
for their sacrifices

Labour expanded the welfare
state.

Introduced reforms and services
to look after citizens ‘from the
cradle to the grave’

-Free education until 15
-Increased sick pay

-Pensions

12 New towns built to house
people outside of overcrowded
cities

Aneurin Bevan, the Minister for
Health created the National
Health Service.

NHS provided free access to
healthcare.

Was funded by taxation, by 1950
NHS cost £358 million per year
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Immigration to Britain
accelerated after Second
World War.

1948 — The Empire
Windrush arrived in London
carrying 492 Jamaicans
hoping to make a new life in
Britain.

Labour shortages in the
NHS, in schools and in
transport led the British
government to recruit
migrants from the
Caribbean to Britain.

Many colonial migrants had
served in the British army
during the Second World
War and were now
returning to the ‘Mother
country’ of the Empire
Economic problems in
colonies such as Jamaica led
to high unemployment and
young people migrated to
Britain to find work

Later groups of migrants
came to Britain as refugees
escaping civil wars in their
countries

1970s — Indian and Pakistani
migration to Britain begins
1980s — Ugandan Asians
migrate
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India finally gained independence
from the British Empire. There were
a variety of factors that led to this.

During WW2 Gandhi had been
arrested for refusing to support the
British and launched the Quit India
movement

His arrest alongside a terrible
famine in 1943 led to violent
protests against British rule

Following WW?2 Britain was
bankrupt and could not afford to
carry on running India as a colony

The USA opposed the British
Empire — wanted people to have
right to choose their own
government.

In 1942 the Japanese captured the
British military base in Singapore —
this showed colonies Britain could
be defeated
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into a country

Indian independence
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